IN THE TWENTY-THIRD CIRCUIT COURT DISTRICT
(Claiborne, Copiah & Jefferson Counties)

INTERVENTION COURT GENERAL INFORMATION
Established October 2012

ToMmIKA H. IRVING, CIRCUIT JUDGE

Intervention Court Staff:
Chuck Wilson, Coordinator & Field Officer Ill
cwilson@copiahcountyms.gov
Dusty Walker, MDOC Officer lll
dwalker@copiahcountyms.gov
Jean Murray, Case Manager
dc22@copiahcountyms.gov

Mailing Address:
1010 Carroll Drive
Hazlehurst, MS 39083
Telephone: (601) 894-6193
Facsimile: (601) 894-8102

The Mission of the Twenty-Third Circuit Intervention Court is to enhance the effectiveness and cost
effectiveness of the Twenty-Third Circuit Court’s criminal justice system by providing intense case
management, treatment, and court supervision for substance abusing offenders, thereby reducing crime
and providing public safety. By holding participants accountable for their actions and providing them
access to a diverse range of needed services such as life skills and job training preparedness, the
participants will be equipped with the necessary tools to lead a productive drug free and crime free life.
Our mission also includes improving a participant’s quality of life and returning that participant to the
community as a productive, tax-paying, and law-abiding citizen, thereby reducing the rate of recidivism
and breaking the drug cycle within our jurisdiction.

Alternative Sentencing Eligibility Criteria and Conditions
Mississippi Code Annotated § 9-23-15

(1) In order to be eligible for alternative sentencing through a local intervention court,
the participant must satisfy each of the following criteria:

(a) The participant cannot have any felony convictions for any offenses that are
crimes of violence as defined in Section 97-3-2 within the previous ten (10)
years.

(b)  The crime before the court cannot be a crime of violence as defined in Section
97-3-2.

() Other criminal proceedings alleging commission of a crime of violence
cannot be pending against the participant.
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(d)  The participant cannot be currently charged with burglary of a dwelling
under Section 97-17-23(2) or 97-17-37.

(e) The crime before the court cannot be a charge of driving under the influence
of alcohol or any other drug or drugs that resulted in the death of a person.

(0 The crime charged cannot be one of trafficking in controlled substances
under Section 41-29-139(f), nor can the participant have a prior conviction
for same.

(2) Participation in the services of an alcohol and drug intervention component shall be

(3)(a)

(b)

(4)

open only to the individuals over whom the court has jurisdiction, except that
the court may agree to provide the services for individuals referred from
another drug court. In cases transferred from another jurisdiction, the receiving
judge shall act as a special master and make recommendations to the sentencing
judge.

As a condition of participation in an intervention court, a participant may be
required to undergo a chemical test or a series of chemical tests as specified by

the intervention court. A participant is liable for the costs of all chemical tests
required under this section, regardless of whether the costs are paid to

the drug court or the laboratory; however, if testing is available from other sources
or the program itself, the judge may waive any fees for testing.

A laboratory that performs a chemical test under this section shall report the results
of the test to the drug court.

A person does not have a right to participate in intervention court under this
chapter. The court having jurisdiction over a person for a matter before

the court shall have the final determination about whether the person may
participate in intervention court under this chapter. However, any person meeting
the eligibility criteria in subsection (1) of this section shall, upon request, be
screened for admission to intervention court.

For more information, contact the Intervention Court Coordinator.
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